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an impression ! Rather is he the gentlest of men : his
favourite text is, " Suffer little children to come unto me,"
and he is happiest when joining in the games of children.
His beautiful Southern Irish voice prepares the new ac-
quaintance for the charming smile which breaks up and
belies the grimness of his Roman features. His long sensitive
hands, with their almost feminine slimness and delicacy,
would seem unsuitable to any man but an artist. There is
something rare and exotic about his personality, something
neither English nor Irish but nevertheless strikingly patri-
cian, which must have led many observers to speculate, con-
cerning his ancestry. Behind the clogged and fearless poli-
tician, the ardent, tireless, and relentless advocate, there lias
always been the sensitive soul of a simple Irish gentleman,
which has sought and found expression in personal friend*
ship. Health is one of the greatest of God's gifts, but ill-
health from early youth brings advantages in its train ; it
disciplines the human spirit and economises its resources.
" Had I had F. E-'s health, 1 should have been dead long
ago/' Carson once said to me. Handicapped by a delicate
and fickle constitution, he has found self-expression in two
fields, work and friendship. Other men of more vigorous
health  have found  resources  in  varied  recreations,   as
amateurs either of taste, of sport, or of art. " I have no
resources except my friends," Edward Carson once said to
his brother. The same brother once induced him to buy a
set of clubs so that he might be able to give his dear friend
and patron, Arthur Balfour, a game of golf, but even for
this pastime Carson had neither the strength nor inclina-
tion. For recreation he has always found it necessary to rely
on the reciprocity of human sympathy given arid received*
" You are a brave, loyal, and affectionate man, and deserve
all the love you get," wrote Lady Oxford in a charming
and generous letter to the most formidable political opponent
of her husband's premiership, and no one who knows him
would question the truth of her tribute, A great life concen-
trated in work and love is indeed a fine subject, hut it h in
the former that the biographer must needs collect and
present his material: there are some things too deep for Ills